It's a VERY busy time for environmental education policy! Here's the latest news, with notes on how to take action on each item. 

If you need more information on who your congressional representative is,  see http://house.gov/representatives/  and enter your zip code in the box on the top right. 

For information on what he stands for,including a link to his website, or how to reach him see http://house.gov/representatives/#state_ne 

Please keep me informed: drop me a quick note  to “Pat Skelly”<EE.advocacy@gmail.com> if you've taken some action, or cc. that address when sending email. 

Spread the word to others, too; help build the network of advocates for environmental education and environmental literacy.

Executive Order on Environmental Literacy

Update -Congressman Sarbanes is rallying House members to sign a letter supporting the development of an Executive Order on environmental literacy.  It would create a leadership council to study existing environmental education efforts across the different federal agencies, identify duplicative programs and programming gaps, and develop a strategy to ensure the greatest impact of these programs through synergistic and cross-agency cooperation.  It would also ensure that environmental literacy is an articulated priority of the administration. As of November 3, ten Representatives, including Rush Holt (NJ-12) had signed the letter. Eight more, including Steve Rothman (NJ-9), have made verbal commitments to sign. The NCLI Coalition has created a one-page document explaining the Case for an Environmental Literacy Executive Order; it is included with this update.

Action Item- Contact your congressman. If Holt, say thanks, and use the Case, plus your personal experiences, to let him know why this matters to you, and give him and his staff more support/information as they advance this idea. If Rothman, let him know that you support his sign-on, and give him reasons why from his district. If your congressman is one of the other eleven, please use the information here, in the Case, and in your own experience, to educate him and his staff on the benefits that an Executive Order on Environmental Literacy would produce in his district.

NCLI and ESEA

Update -

No action in House on ESEA. There are 45 co-sponsors of NCLI; only Congressman Holt  (NJ-12) has signed on from NJ.

In Senate, reauthorization bill for Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), out of committee and ready to go to the Senate floor, contains a new grant program entitled “Well-Rounded Education” which includes environmental education as a subject eligible for funding under Title IV of ESEA. This is an historic first. The Chair of the HELP Committtee would like to introduce the bill on the Senate floor within the next month, but the work of the Supercommittee has priority. The NCLI Coalition is working to embed more of  NCLI into ESEA through amendments during Senate debate.

Action Items-

Contact your congressman. If Holt (NJ-12), thank him, and give him details as to why this matters to you and to his district. Congressmen LoBiondo (NJ-2), Rothman (NJ-9), Payne (NJ-10), and Sires (NJ-13) have co-sponsored both of the previous NCLI bills. Congressman Pallone (NJ-6) and Congressman Andrews (NJ-1) have each co-sponsored one of the two prior NCLI bills. Congressmen   Smith (NJ-4), Pascrell (NJ-8), and Frelinghuysen (NJ-11) (in addition to all of the congressmen mentioned above) voted “YES” for H.R. 3036, the No Child Left Inside Act of 2008, when it passed in the House, 293-109, on 9/18/2008. Thank each of them for their past support, and then give them details as to why this is still important to you and to their district. If you have an opportunity available for them to see EE in action (either ongoing activity or special event) invite the congressman or a staffer to attend; this reinforces its importance, even if no one can attend. Congressmen Runyon (NJ-3) and Lance (NJ-7) are relatively new to the House. Their predecessors supported NCLI through co-sponsorship or a “yes” vote, and Lance was a strong supporter of environmental initiatives in the NJ legislature. Tell him who you are, why NCLI matters to you, and why it matters to his district. See his website to determine what he values as the key issues for his district; if you can tell how NCLI benefits one of his key issues, there is more chance he'll take action. Congressman Garrett (NJ-5) is the only current member of the NJ delegation who voted against NCLI in 2008. His district is home to many NJ residential EE facilities. I hope that those of you who live in his district will take on the challenge of educating him as to the real-world benefits of EE. 

Contact both NJ senators. Thank Senator Lautenberg for his continuing support; he has co-sponsored all three introductions of NCLI. Thank Senator Menendez for his co-sponsorship of the past two NCLI bills, and ask him to co-sponsor the NCLI Act of 2011. Tell both of them who you are, why NCLI matters to you and to the state of New Jersey. Also ask them to support  proposals to embed environmental education, with the goal of environmental literacy, into the reauthorization of ESEA. 

Appropriations and Continued Funding for EE

Update-No action yet. ANJEE is signed on to a letter of support for continued funding of EPA's EE Office and programs.

Release of  “ A Framework for Assessing Environmental Literacy”

Update -On December 1, join NAAEE for the roll-out of "A Framework for Assessing Environmental Literacy" at the National Press Club, Washington, DC, and live via the Internet.
This new framework for assessing environmental literacy was developed with experts from the fields of environmental education, social studies education, and science education, plus related policy and social science fields. The development team will be joined by leaders from large-scale national and international assessments to discuss how to define and assess environmental literacy. The NAAEE spearheaded this project with support from the National Science Foundation (NSF), and is partnering with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (NMSF) to release the framework.

Action Item  Sign up for the Webinar  scheduled for December 1, 2011,  1-2 pm.  www.naaee.net/framework 

Green Ribbon Schools Program

Update-This new national award recognizes schools that have made exceptional strides in greening their school in 3 areas: Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency; Healthy School Environment; and Environmental and Sustainability Education. States must sign up by November 22 for this year. New Jersey has indicated some interest, but as of Thursday November 3, NJ Department of Education had not yet signed up to participate in this year's program.

Healthy Kids Outdoors Act (HKOA)

Update- This bill, introduced in both houses of  Congress on November 3, 2011, aims to reconnect children, youth and families with the natural world, while improving children's health, supporting economic growth and strengthening the future of conservation in America. The legislation encourages solutions that include connecting communities with green spaces, providing opportunities for outdoor recreation, engaging the health community to educate parents and caregivers and much more. The Act’s focus on health and recreation solutions is an excellent complement to NCLI Act's systemic approach of getting environmental education back into our nation's schools. 

Action Items    Ask your congressman and both NJ senators to co-sponsor HKOA.

